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NT Government gave it a crack in its first year 

During its first year in office the Northern Territory Government has taken some positive steps to progress 

the achievement of the six Making Justice Work Asks committed to in the lead up to the 2016 election. 

Whilst none of the Asks can be marked off as achieved, Making Justice Work recognises that the majority of 

the Asks were not intended to be fully achieved in the first year of office, Ask 5 to Abolish Mandatory 

Sentencing being the notable exception to this.  

Priscilla Collins CEO of the North Australian Aboriginal Justice Agency said,  

“Mandatory Sentencing must be abolished as a matter of urgency, it is an archaic and ineffective law”.  

Tass Liveris, President of the Law Society of the Northern Territory says, 

“We were pleased to see the Government move quickly to shift youth justice from Corrections into Territory 

Families. What we want to see now is a fully funded youth court in Alice Springs and funded specialist and 

therapeutic courts across the Territory. We also want to see funding for the Royal Commission’s 

recommendations”. 

Wendy Morton, Executive Director of Northern Territory Council Of Social Service said, 

“Committing to an Aboriginal Justice Agreement early in their term was a milestone moment in Territory 

justice policy development. However, for the newly established Aboriginal Justice Unit to be effective in its 

consultations to develop an Aboriginal Justice Agreement, it needs to be backed up by adequate funding.” 

Jared Sharp, General Manager of Jesuit Social Services said,  

“Funding youth justice conferencing in Darwin, Palmerston and Katherine is a good start but for greatest 

impact, it needs to be funded Territory wide and we need more specialist support for victims of crime.” 

Russell Goldflam, President of the Criminal Lawyers Association of the Northern Territory said, 

“Making Justice Work acknowledges the abolishment of Alcohol Mandatory Treatment, Alcohol Protection 

Orders and the reinstatement of the Banned Drinkers Register. Paperless Arrests must be abolished 

immediately.” 

Making Justice Work looks forward to continue working with the Northern Territory community and 

Government to develop cost effective, evidence and rights-based justice responses for the Territory. 
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Making Justice Work is a coalition of over 40 organisations from across the NT with a common interest in effective 

responses to crime in our community. Our asks and proposed reforms are available on our website 

http://www.makingjusticework.org.au/

